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Patents Act 1977 

Combined Search and Examination Report under Sections 17 & 18(3) 
Novelty (Section 1(1) (a)) 

1 . The invention as defined in claims 1 and 2 is not new because it has already been 
disclosed in the following document: 

JP 10330871 (TOYOTA) 

2. TOYOTA discloses a plain bearing bush comprising a metal backing layer, a 
copper-tin alloy layer and a tin-based lead-firee overlay. Said overlay can contain between 
0.05% and 5.0% silver and is therefore considered to anticipate claims 1 and 2. 

Inventive step (Section 1(1) (b)) 

3 . The invention as defined in claims 1 and 2 is obvious in view of what has already 
been disclosed in the following document: 

GB 5971 13 (BRADBURY) 

4. The above cited document discloses a lead-free bearing alloy which may be used for 
a bearing surface. A bearing alloy of aluminium and tin base may contain up to 10% silver 
and, in addition, copper, nickel and/or zinc. Using this surface material as an overlay for 

a plain bearing as set forth in claims 1 and 2 is not considered to be inventive. 

Clarity and Support (Sections 14(5)(b) and 14(5)(c)) 

5. Line 21 of page 3 lists alloying metals as Cu, Sb, Zn, Ni and so on. It should be 
made clear that '"and so on'' does not include lead as this would fall outside the scope of the 
claims. 
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